
 

 

NEWS RELEASE  

OTTAWA, ONTARIO October 3, 2017 - Here’s something new that can help tourists in Ottawa 
figure out where to go, in a very literal way. The Downtown Ottawa Public Washroom Map 
is a free map of Ottawa’s central downtown that shows public washrooms along with private 
washrooms available to the public.  

The new washroom map is published by Ottawa In Depth Walking Tours, a company that gives 
walking tours of the Parliament Hill neighbourhood and the Byward Market. It says the 
Downtown Ottawa Washroom Map is meant to help those tourists and other first-time visitors 
to Ottawa who can have an urgent need for quick access to a washroom.  

Andrew Hall, the owner of Ottawa In Depth Walking Tours, says tourists visiting Ottawa from 
overseas will find Ottawa a cakewalk compared to the challenge of finding washrooms, let 
alone washrooms that are safe and clean, in many other countries. 

"The good news is that downtown Ottawa has many, MANY publicly available washrooms and 
this makes it easy to find a washroom most of the time.” says Hall. “Sometimes, like on the 
July 1 Canada Day holiday, a lot of facilities are stretched and it can take you a little longer to 
find a washroom, but you'll never have to walk more than a few blocks." 

The Downtown Ottawa Public Washroom Map is available for free at https://ottawaindepth.com 

The map shows a total of about two dozen public washrooms plus several dozen more private 
washrooms in many hotels and coffeeshops where public access is allowed.  

The map covers the Parliamentary neighbourhood beginning at Bay Street on the west, then 
runs westward along Gloucester Street on the south, across downtown and into the Byward 
Market área, up to Cumberland Street at the map’s east end. The map goes north through the 
Byward Market, then crosses the Ottawa River at Nepean Point and arrives at the Museum of 
History in Gatineau.  

Contact - Andrew Hall                                                                                                 
ottawaindepth@gmail.com                                                                                                           
613-408-2260 

Ottawa In Depth Walking Tours specializes in walking tours around Parliament and in the 
historic Byward Market. See next page for company information. 

https://ottawaindepth.com/
mailto:ottawaindepth@gmail.com


 

 

COMPANY BACKGROUNDER - 3 October 2017 

Andrew Hall began Ottawa In Depth Walking Tours in July 2017, to offer tours of downtown 
Ottawa’s Parliamentary neighbourhood and the historic Byward Market. Hall is a former 
journalist and video producer, with several decades of work experience in the Atlantic 
provinces, the western Arctic and Ottawa. 

His walking tours often begin at the back of Centreblock overlooking the Ottawa River where 
Hall explains how for more than 80 thousand of the past 100 thousand years, Ottawa was 
buried under an ice-age glacier that was most of the time up to a kilometer and a half thick.  

Andrew Hall grins and explains he is always looking for the larger historic processes that have 
shaped and influenced the intertwined stories of Ottawa and Canada. Conventionally, this 
begins with the original aboriginal inhabitants, the eastern woodland culture that established 
itself 4000 years ago. This culture developed a vast indigenous trading network that eventually 
helped open the top half of the North American continent to European fur traders.  

The fur trade was benign compared to what happened next to the Ottawa Valley, during the 
heyday of the Ottawa lumber industry running for a full century through the entire 1800s. 
When it was over, almost the entire Ottawa River watershed had been stripped of marketable 
timber. It was an incredible feat, especially since most of it was done with manual labour. 

The Ottawa lumber industry was an industry begun by Americans, almost entirely run by 
American lumbermen and the chief market was in the United States. Lumber from the far 
reaches of the Ottawa valley was the principle source of lumber for over a century for 
American cities like New York, Philadelphia and Boston. 

As the new sawmills in Ottawa at Rideau Falls and Chaudiere Falls were starting up and 
becoming busy during the 1850s, Ottawa ended up in 1859 as the surprise choice for the new 
capital of the Colony of the United Canada. The conclusion of the British colonial officials was 
that the best that could be said was that Ottawa was the least objectionable choice for as the 
new capital of the Colony of the United Canada. Neither French nor English, neither Ontario nor 
Quebec, (what were then called Canada West and Canada East) could complain the other had 
been unfairly favoured. … the story doesn’t end there, of course. There is always more on our 
website, at ottawaindepth.com  

For a real treat, try a walking tour in the flesh. Every Wednesday afternoon beginning at the 
Centennial Flame in front of Centre Block, we offer a free walking tour, with an emphasis on 
downtown architecture. Check our website for details. 
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